
ILS ENRICHMENT CLASSES – APRIL 2017 
Locations: Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
BALLARD 
5501 8th Ave NW 

 
 
6:00-7:00p 
Art Technique 

 
 
6:00-6:50 
Guitar and 
Ukulele 

 
 
6:00-7:00 
Private Piano 

 
 
6:00-6:50p 
Percussion 

  
 
 

 
GREENWOOD 
7720 Greenwood 
Ave N 
 

 
 
6:00-6:50p 
Percussion 

 
 
6:00-7:00p 
Private Voice 
with Erin 
 

 
10:00-10:45a 
Little Movers 
 
6:00-7:00p 
Private Voice 
with Erin 

 
 
6:00-7:00p 
Art Technique 
 

 
 
 

 
9:30-10:15a 
Little Movers 
 
1:30-2:15p 
Group Piano 

 
LOCKS 
2821 NW Market 
St 

 
 
6:00-6:50 
Bass/Guitar 

 
 
6:00-6:50 
Tumbling 
 

 
 
6:00-6:50 
Percussion 

 
10:00-10:45a 
Little Movers 
 
6:00-6:50 
Ukulele 

 
 
4th Friday - 
6:00-9:30 
Parent Night 
Out/Kids 
Movie and 
Pizza Party 

 
10:00-10:45a 
Tumbling 
 
11:00-11:50a 
Karate 

 
PIPER’S 
CREEK 
124 N 103rd St 

 
 
6:00-7:00p 
Advanced 
Performing 
Arts 
 

 
 
6:00-6:50 
Percussion 
 
6:30-7:30p 
Breakdance 

 
 
5:30-6:15 
6:15-7:00 
Group Guitar 
 
6:00-7:00p 
Art Technique 
 
 

 
 
6:00-6:50p 
Ballet & Dance 

 
 

 
11-12:00p 
Breakdance 
 
12-1:00p 
Breakdance 

Classes are $60.00 per month, per student and meet weekly 
Parent Night Out is $30.00 per child or $25.00 per sibling. 

 
To register email ms.ali@ils.kids.com 

 



 
 

April 2017 Class Schedule at Illumination Learning Studio 
These classes are $60.00/month per student and meet weekly.  To register email ms.ali@ilskids.com 

 
Art Techniques with Mr. Sam  
  Mondays: 6:00-7:00p at ILS Ballard 
  Wednesdays: 6:00-7:00p at ILS Piper’s Creek  
  Thursdays: 6:00-7:00p at ILS Greenwood 
This class features a more personalized focus for 
students looking to expand their artistic skills. Mr. Sam 
will cover sketching, illustration, painting, and mixed 
media. Students will finish each week’s lesson during 
class and can take their project home to finish if 
needed. Some art supplies will be provided, but it's 
highly encouraged that students provide their own so 
they can continue their projects at home.  A basic 
supply list will be provided in advance of this class. 
Ages: 6-12 
 
Breakdancing with Mr. Leighton 
  Tuesdays: 6:30-7:30p at ILS Piper’s Creek 
  Saturdays: 11:00-12:00p at ILS Piper’s Creek 
  Saturdays: 12:00-1:00p at ILS Piper’s Creek 
In his class, students engage in the most physically 
expressive element of Hip-Hop: Breakdancing!  
Students learn foundational concepts of breaking, 
including footwork, freezes and toprocks.  This is a fun 
and hardworking environment inclusive to all levels of 
students.  Ages 7-12 
 
Guitar & Bass (Parent and Child)  
with Mr. Jesse 
  Mondays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Locks 
From Rock & Roll to Pop, Mr. Jesse teaches an 
engaging and fun introduction to guitar and bass, 
tailored to the specific goals of his students. Students 
and family members of all ages and skill levels are 
welcome.  We encourage adults to bring their inner 
child as they learn to play, while helping their child 
learn, encourage practice and playing at home. As 
students discover their passion for guitar, ILS offers 
more advanced private and group lessons.  
Ages: 6-12 with an adult 
 

Karate Chops with Ms. Maya 
  Tuesdays: 5:30-6:20 at ILS Piper’s Creek 
  Saturdays: 11:00-11:50 at ILS Locks 
This beginner’s class will give students confidence in 
agility, balance and coordination, as well as a basic 
knowledge of self-defense, an understanding of 
discipline, etiquette and working towards a goal. 
Students will work towards earning their white belt with 
traditional karate fundamentals, games and teamwork. 
ILS After School students will be transported to ILS 
Piper’s Creek for Tuesday lessons where they can be 
picked up afterwards.  Ages: 6-12 
 
Little Movers (Parent and Child) 
  Wednesdays: 10:00-10:45a at Greenwood (Mr. Mike) 
  Thursdays: 10:00-10:45a at ILS Locks (Mr. Mike) 
  Saturdays: 9:30-10:15a at Greenwood (Ms. Vanessa) 
Little Movers is for our youngest aspiring musical 
geniuses.  Parents or care givers attend this lively class 
with their child who will learn how to echo or sequence 
each week.  Classes include an array of fun songs, 
exploration of the keys on a piano and ear training. 
Children will be engaged in rhythm and movement, 
singing and get a general introduction to the colorful 
world of music.  Ages: 15-months to 3-years old 
 
Percussive Kids with Mr. Storm 
  Mondays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Greenwood 
  Tuesdays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Piper’s Creek 
  Wednesdays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Locks 
  Thursdays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Ballard 
In this class, students will have the opportunity to learn 
about percussion, rhythm and ensemble playing in an 
interactive and engaging musical environment 
featuring instruments and grooves from all over the 
globe. Students will have equal time with each 
instrument and will have a chance to practice solo 
during each class.  Ages: 5-12 

Guitar (Parent and Child) with Mr. Tyler 
  Wednesdays: 5:30-6:15p at ILS Piper’s Creek 
  Wednesdays: 6:15-7:00p at ILS Piper’s Creek  
This is a great introduction to guitar for the parent, 
grandparent or guardian who is looking to learn to play 
the guitar with their child.  This is a small group class 
that will teach basic instrument knowledge, chords and 
song structure.  Mr. Tyler will guide the class so that 
everyone advances at their own pace.  Guitars are 
required for at home practice outside of class time.  
Ages: 6-12 with an adult 
 
 
 

Performing Arts with Ms. Erin  
  Mondays: 6:00-7:00p at ILS Piper’s Creek 
This is an expiring and creative class that focusses on 
vocal technique, dance, characterization, 
improvisation, role playing exploring Broadway and a 
variety of other genres.  The performing arts classes 
perform in the community and during the ILS Winter 
and Spring showcases. 
Ages: 6-12 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Piano Group Lessons (Parent and Child) 
with Ms. Vanessa  
  Saturdays: 1:30-2:15p at ILS Greenwood 
This class is for adults who want to learn beginner’s 
piano with their child, to encourage and reinforce 
playing at home. Whether you’re an older sibling, 
parent, guardian, grandparent or other family member, 
students will work in a small group on songs of interest.  
This will be an engaging piano class with music at the 
center of family bonding. 
Ages: 5-12 with an adult 
 
Tumbling with Ms. Taylor 
  Tuesdays:  6:00-6:50p at ILS Locks 
  Saturdays: 10:00-10:50p at ILS Locks 
This class will teach students basic tumbling skills as 
well as the importance of being healthy and active. Ms. 
Taylor teaches her students valuable lessons in self-
confidence, perseverance and never giving up. She 
creates an environment where students work and 
improve at their own pace, never forcing any student to 
attempt a skill they are not comfortable trying. She 
works to help build confidence giving the right level of 
encouragement to help them succeed.  Ages: 5-12 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Ukulele (Parent and Child)  
  Tuesdays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Ballard (Mr. Blake) 
  Thursdays: 6:00-6:50p at ILS Locks (Ms. Vanessa) 
In this introductory class, parents or other family 
members will learn to play Ukulele with their child.  
Ukulele is a highly appealing instrument with its unique 
island sound and adorable size.  Students will work on 
songs of their choosing accompanied by    Mr. Blake in 
a fun and engaging environment.  This class is a great 
way to share the joy of learning to play music together 
while practicing and playing at home.  Ukuleles are 
required for at home practice outside of class time.  
Ages: 6-12 with an adult. 
 
Voice with Ms. Erin  
  Tuesday/Wednesday Evenings at ILS Greenwood 
A limited number of private voice classes are available 
with Ms. Erin.  These are perfect for beginning 
through advanced vocal development and often 
students will have an opportunity to perform at ILS 
showcase events.  Ages: 5 to Adult 
 
 

 
Parent’s Night Out – Kid’s Night In with a 
Movie and Pizza Party (rotating instructors) 
Cost: $30 per child; or $25 per siblings 
 
4th Friday of the Month: 6:00-9:30 at Locks 
Let’s get ready to have some Friday night fun while 
parents get a night out and some well-deserved adult 
time!  On the second and forth Friday each month, kids 
will play games, eat pizza, hangout in their jammies 
with their friends and stuffed animals and enjoy a fun 
and age-appropriate movie.  Advanced registration is 
required. After School Students can be transported to 
from our other locations if requested in advance.   
Ages: 5-12 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Illumination Learning Studio’s Teacher Bios 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Erin Wise, ILS Performing Arts Program Manager  
Current Classes: Performing Arts & Private Voice 
About: Erin is a professionally trained opera singer 
with her BA in music education/ vocal performance. 
She has a certification in performing arts from AMDA 
in NYC and has been teaching, directing, performing 
and choreographing for over 15 years.  She brings a 
passion for education and the performing arts that has 
been inspiring our students and families since we first 
opened our doors in 2013.  

Taylor McKinnon, ILS Teaching Assistant 
Current Classes: Tumbling 
About: Taylor is new to the Seattle area having just 
relocated from Michigan where she trained as a 
competitive gymnast.  She works closely with 
students of varying skill levels, helping them find 
their inner-confidence to set goals and succeed in 
their training.  
 

Meowset Abbett, Lead Teacher at ILS Piper’s Creek 
Current Classes: Ballet & Dance 
About: With her degree in vocal performance and 
communication, Meowset is firm believer in education and 
sharing the importance of the arts. She has extensive 
experience teaching and performing musical theater, jazz 
and classical music.  She also teaches private piano, 
yoga, voice, musical theater and dance.    
 

Maya Schell, ILS Transportation 
Current Classes: Karate Chops 
About: Currently pursuing her Master’s in 
Education, Maya is a Black Belt with over ten years 
of practice and is currently training to compete for 
the US National team. She has experience teaching 
preschool, as well as coaching Karate, basketball 
and softball for various ages.  Her motivational style 
helps students focus their physical and mental 
energies for self-discipline. 
 

Tyler Edwards, ILS Music Instructor & Transportation 
Current Classes: Guitar (Parent & Child) 
About: Tyler is an original singer-songwriter from 
Florence, South Carolina now residing in Seattle.  He 
uses his broad knowledge of playing and performing 
acoustic guitar to inspire young students admired with 
the dream of writing and performing original music.    
 

 

Storm Benjamin, ILS Music Instructor 
Current Classes: Percussive Kids 
About: Storm is an ambitious percussionist and 
music educator.  After receiving his Masters in 
percussion and performance from Central 
Michigan University, he has returned to his home 
state to share the art of percussion with the 
community through education and performance.   
 

Leighton Bareng, Lead Teacher at Ballard 
Current Classes: Breakdancing 
About: With a Masters in Social Work and Youth 
Development, Leighton uses his high-energy and 
contagious spirit in the classroom to bring out the 
best in his students.  With over 14-years of 
experience breakdancing he inspires young hip-hop 
enthusiasts to express themselves creatively, 
exercising positivity and respect for others.  
 
Jesse Botello, ILS Locks Site Lead 
Current Classes: Guitar & Bass 
About: Jesse has played music for 15-years and is 
a multi-instrumentalist, with experienced knowledge 
playing guitar, electric bass, drums, saxophone, flute 
and piano.  He is active in the Seattle music scene 
playing in multiple bands as well as writing his own 
compositions. 
 

Vanessa Ann Lee, ILS Music Instructor 
Current Classes: Ukulele & Piano 
About: Vanessa is the newest member of the ILS 
music team.  She is currently pursuing her teaching 
degree in music education from the University of 
Washington and teaches a variety of instruments.  
She works with students to provide the right degree 
of instruction and motivation to give them a lifelong 
passion for playing music.   
 

 

Mike Piper, ILS Owner & Co-Founder 
Current Classes: Little Movers & Piano 
About: With over 20-years of teaching experience, 
ILS Owner and Co-Founder, Mike Piper has adopted 
a teaching style to support cognitive and spatial-
temporal development in young students. Research 
has shown that learning patterns that exist in music 
increase a child’s aptitude for math, language and 
science. Mike was a performing musician for over 
40-years playing pop, rock, rhythm and blues.  
 

 

Sam Kostka, ILS Fine Arts Instructor 
Current Classes: Art Techniques 
About: Sam worked as an art teacher in California 
for several years before joining ILS last November 
as our core art instructor.  He has experience 
working in theater, both onstage and as a director.  
Sam’s aim is to make space for students to grow 
their imaginations while honing their creative skills. 
 

Blake Luley, Ballard Site Lead and Music Instructor 
Current Classes: Guitar, Ukulele and Piano 
About: With his Bachelors in Music Composition, 
Blake has worked in several music education 
programs, has designed programs and camps and 
has taught private lessons.  His lessons are creative 
and fun, giving students the skills  needed to play 
music.  He has also toured the US and Europe in his 
bands and also creates music for film projects. 
 


